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ERNEST HEMINGWAY
The Bull Ring

THE bullfight is not a sport in the Anglo-Saxon
sense of the word, that is, it is not an equal contest,
or an attempt at an equal contest, between a bull
and a man. Rather it is a tragedy; the death of
the bull, which is played, more or less well, by the
bull and the man involved, and in which there is
danger for the man, but certain death for the
animal. This danger to the man can be increased
by the bullfighter at will in the measure in which
he works close to the bull's horns. Keeping
within the rules for bullfighting on foot in a closed
ring formulated by years of experience, which, if
known and followed, permit a man to perform
certain actions with a bull without being caught
by the bull's horns, the bullfighter may, by de-
creasing his distance from the bull's horns, depend
more and more on his own reflexes and judgment
of that distance to protect him from the points.
This danger of goring, which the man certainly
creates voluntarily, can be changed to certainty
of being caught and tossed by the bull if the man,
through ignorance, slowness, torpidness, blind
folly or momentary grogginess, breaks any of
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